THE NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF

THE

WILDFOWL
TRUST

1956-1957

EDITED BY PETER SCOTT
AND HUGH BOYD

Published for The Wildfowl Trust by
COUNTRY LIFE LIMITED
2-10 Tavistock Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2



THE WILDFOWL TRUST

SLIMBRIDGE . GLOUCESTERSHIRE
Tel.: cAMBRIDGE (GLOS) 333

Station: coatley junction

Patron : HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

President Field-Marshal the Rt Hon. the Viscount Alanbrooke,
K.G., G.C.B.,, O.M.,, G.C.V.0.,, D.S.O.

Vice-Presidents  Sir Percy Lister
Capt. R. G. W. Berkeley

Trustees The Rt Hon. the Lord Kennet of the Dene, G.B.E.,
D.S.0., D.S.C.
His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, K.G., P.C., G.C.V.O.

Chairman of
Finance Committee Guy Benson

Hon. Director Peter Scott, C.B.E., D.S.C.

Council J. Berkeley
Michael Bratby
R. A. H. Coombes
Michael Crichton
H. H. Davis
Harley C. Drayton
James Fisher
K. Miller Jones
James Robertson Justice
R. E. M. Pilcher
Miss P. Talbot-Ponsonby
Sir Landsborough Thomson, C.B., O.B.E.
Major-General C. B. Wainwright, C.B.
H. F. B. Fox, O.B.E.
(Ministry of Education Assessor)

Curator S. T. Johnstone
Secretary E. A. Scholes
Organising Secretary Miss E. R. Gregorson
Bursar H. G. Gower

New Grounds Committee

Dr A. M. G. Campbell A. Richardson

H. H. Davis R. V. Rowles

R. E. Greed Miss P. Talbot-Ponsonby
B. King Dr C. N. Vaisey

Major H. Wylde



Scientific Advisory Committee

Sir Landsborough Thomson, C.B. O.B.E. (Chairman)
Prof. H. G. Callan

Dr Bruce Campbell

Dr James W. Campbell, M.B.E.
Dr F. Fraser Darling, F.R.S.E.
*Jean Delacour
*Prof. W. H. Eider

Dr D. J. Finney, F.R.S.

Prof. Sir Ronald A. Fisher, F.R.S.
Prof. John E. Harris, F.R.S.

Dr Jeffrey G. Harrison

Prof. H. R. Hewer

Dr Edward Hindle, F.R.S.

*H. Albert Hochbaum

R. C. Homes

Sir Julian Huxley, F.R.S.

A. R. Jennings

*Dr David Lack, F.R.S.

R. M. Lockley

*Prof. Konrad Lorenz

Sir Philip Manson-Bahr, C.M.G., D.S.0.
Dr L. Harrison Matthews, F.R.S.
*Dr Dillon Ripley

H. N. Southern

*Prof. G. A. Swanson

Dr W. H. Thorpe, F.R.S.

Dr N. Tinbergen

J. A. J. Venn

Prof. C. H. Waddington, F.R.S.
Prof. V. C. Wynne-Edwards, F.R.S.E.
G. K. Yeates

* Corresponding Members

Asst. Director
(Research) Dr G. V. T. Matthews

Research Staff G. L. Atkinson-Willes
J. V. Beer
H. Boyd
Dr S. K. Eltringham
Dr G. Lapage
P. J. S. Olney






CONTENTS

Report 7
Peakirk Waterfowl Gardens 9
The First Ten Years of the Slimbridge Collection, by Peter Scott 10
Slimbridge 1947-57 15
The Breeding Season 1957, by S. T. Johnstone 20
Wild Geese at the New Grounds 1956-57 25
Wild Ducks at the New Grounds 1947-57 26
Ringing 1956-57 33
Duck Ringing 33
Goose Ringing 34
Swan Ringing 35
The Duck Adoption Scheme 36
Survival of Greenland W hite-fronted Geese, by Hugh Boyd 36
W ildfow | Counts 1956-57, by G. L. Atkinson-Willes 37
The Place of Aerial Surveys in British W ildfow | Research 38
Barnacle Geese in W estern Scotland, February 1957, by Hugh Boyd
and John Radford 42
Food and Feeding Habits of W ildfow I, by P. J. S. Olney 47
Feeding Grounds for Wildfow1, Dy G. V. T. Matthews 51
The lIsolation of Aspergillus Fumigatus from W ild Pink-footed
Geese in England and Scotland,byJ. V. Beer 58
Parasites of the Anatidae, by G. Lapage 66
Visceral Parasites in Wildfowl, by E. J. L. SOUley 68
Tuberculosis in W ildfow I, by Dr Jeffery G. Harrison 70
Around the W orld in 103 Days, by Peter Scott 72
N otes on Anatidae seen on World Tour, by Peter Scott 86
N e-ne in Hawaii, by William H. Elder 112
The Nesting of the Pink-eared Duck, by John Warham 118
The Pacific Flyway, by David B. Marshall 128
W ildfow ling in the U.S.A. and Britain, by Hugh Boyd 137
W ildfow | Conservation in the Netherlands, by G. V. T. Matthews 142
Station Biologique de la Tour du Valat, by L. Hoffmann 154
W ildfow | Research in Russia, by V. F. Teplov and N. N. Kartashev 157
Pinkfeet in Europe, by Holger Holgersen 170
Brent Geese in Essex, by P. J. K. Burton 175
N orth-east Greenland Expedition 1956, by James Goodhart and
Thomas Wright 180
Skull Pneum aticity, by Dr Jeffrey G. Harrison 193
The South Georgia Teal, by G. B. Spenceley 196
The Flight of Ringed Teal, by Noel Dudley 199
Photographs 200
Tenth Annual General Meeting 233
Membership 234
Balance Sheet, 31 December, 1956 236

O bituary 240






