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Follow ing pub lication  o f th e  recen t review  
(K e a r & W illiam s 1978) o f  th e  sta tu s  o f  the 
w orld ’s th rea ten ed  w ildfowl species, it has 
been decided to  u p d a te  the  in form ation  
periodically . C orresp o n d en ce  w ith w orkers 
hav ing  additional d a ta  w ould  therefore  be 
w elcom ed by the  au th o r, w ho  is C h a irm an  o f 
the  E ndangered  W aterfow l G ro u p  sponsored  
by th e  IU C N ’s Survival Service C om m ission  
and  th e  IW R B .

C u b a n  W h is t l in g  D u c k  D e n d r o c y g n a  
arborea

W . B. K ing (pers, com .) rep o rts  th a t five 
C u b a n  W h is tl in g  D u c k  w e re  se e n  a t  
P a rro ttee , Ja m a ica  in D ecem ber 1976.

C o sc o ro b a  Sw an C oscoroba coscoroba

T he G o v ern m en t o f  C hile, in an  application  
to  have th is Sw an ad ded  to  A ppendix  I o f 
C IT E S , h av e  sa id  th a t  th e  sp ec ies  is 
becom ing increasingly  ra re . A t the  m om ent, 
there  a re  only 1,000 individuals know n to  
o ccu r in C hile and  the b ird  has significantly 
dim inished in range, being fo u n d  curren tly  
only in the  south . In  the  event, C hile’s ap p lica ­
tion  w as re jected  on  the g rounds o f insufficient 
evidence. C o u n ts  o f  th e  sw an in o th er p a rts  o f 
Sou th  A m erica  a re  urgen tly  required .

T ru m p e te r Sw an C ygnus Cygnus buccinator

T h e  US G o v ern m en t is p roposing  to  rem ove 
the  T ru m p eter Sw an from  A ppendix  II o f  
C IT E S . In  fact, due to  an  e rro r, th e  Sw an is 
n o t m entioned in the  final listing, and  has 
never been trea ted  as a  W ash ing ton  C o n v en ­
tion  anim al, excep t possib ly  by  the  U SA . 
C o n tin u in g  e ffo rts  to  c o n se rv e  it h av e  
resulted  in a  stable o r increasing  popu lation  
th a t  is w ell c e n s u s e d  a n d  a d e q u a te ly  
p ro tec ted .

E aste rn  G rey lag  A n ser  an ser rubrirostris

Suggestions have been m ade th a t  the  E aste rn  
G rey lag  is declining th ro u g h o u t m uch  o f its 
range  (M . J. S. M ackenzie , pers. com .). In  
M ongolia, fo r instance, K itson  (1978) found  
th a t th is w as th e  least co m m o n  o f the  four

geese o ccurring  there , despite  an earlier 
sta tem en t by  N o w ak  (1970) th a t it w as the 
m o st n u m ero u s . F u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  is 
required.

B ar-headed  G o o se  A n ser  indicus

T he R ed D a ta  B ook o f the  U S S R  sta tes th a t 
in 1971, there  w ere p ro b ab ly  no  m ore than
1,000 geese in U S SR , and  th a t  num bers are 
decreasing . In  the  A ltai, th e  b ird  is now  very 
rare.

A leu tian  C a n a d a  G o o se  B ra n ta  canadensis  
leucopareia

A n au tum n, w inter an d  spring  study  o f  the 
A leu tian  C a n a d a  in C alifo rn ia  w as con­
duc ted  th ro u g h  1977/78. A reas th a t are 
com m only  frequented  in th e  S acram en to  and  
San  Jo aq u im  V alleys w ere surveyed, w ith 
daily  p opu lation  co u n ts  an d  searches for 
ringed individuals. A  com bined  co u n t o f 
1,630 b irds w as m ade on  10/11 N ovem ber 
1977, and  a  know n m orta lity  o f  130 in­
dividuals betw een au tu m n  1976 and  spring 
1977 co m p ares fav o u rab ly  w ith previous 
y ears (W ooling ton  et al. 1979). T he b an  on 
C a n a d a  G o o se  hun ting  has been effective in 
p ro tec ting  the  A leu tian  subspecies on  its 
w intering g rounds (Y p arrag u irre  1978).

In  the  sum m er o f 1978, 139 A leutian  
C a n ad a s  w ere re leased  on  A g a ttu  Island, 
w h ich  h a s  no w  b een  c le a re d  o f  foxes. 
T w enty-tw o w ere adu lt b irds, m ost o f  w hich 
were live-trapped in the  w inter. I t  w as hoped 
th a t these w ould  ac t as ‘guide b ird s’ fo r the 
117 young  geese, ra ised  in captiv ity  a t 
A m ch itk a  Island , in th e  A leu tians and at 
Patuxen t, M ary land , and  re leased  with them . 
All 139 b irds have been m ark ed  w ith blue 
p lastic  neck co llars so th a t p recise  w intering 
a reas in C alifo rn ia  can  be located .

C ap e  B arren  G o o se  Cereopsis 
novaehollandiae

T h e  m anagem en t p ro g ram m e fo r the  C ape  
B a r r e n  G o o s e  in T a s m a n ia  h a s  b e en  
described  in an  article  in the  G am e Bird 
B reeders G a ze tte  (1978). In  the  sum m er o f 
1977, th e  N a tio n a l P a rk s  and  W ildlife Ser­
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vice  a g a in  a llo w ed  a n  o p en  se a so n  o n  
F linders Island. D u rin g  tw o  w eekends, 204 
licensed shooters killed approx im ate ly  1,000 
geese o u t o f  an  estim ated  to ta l F u rn eau x  
Is lan d  G ro u p  p o p u latio n  o f  5 ,000. F ro m  the 
p o in t o f  view o f  the  W ildlife Service, the 
sh o o t w as considered  successful. T he goose 
p opu lation  o f  th e  F u m e au x  G ro u p  is in­
c re a s in g  d u e  to  c h an g e s  in  its  la rg e ly  
agricu ltu ra l h ab ita t, w here scrub  has been 
cleared , g rasslan d  im proved, and  w ater 
p rov ided  fo r stock . T h ree  o f  the  five m ajo r 
b reed ing  islands have  been m ade in to  n a tu re  
reserves and  are  being m anaged  fo r the 
geese, so th a t  p ro d u c tio n  o f  young birds is 
h ig h . I t  is, h o w e v e r, th e  n o n -b ree d in g , 
sum m ering flocks th a t com e in to  conflict 
w ith th e  farm ers. T he policy o f th e  W ildlife 
Service to w ard s th e  sum m er flocks involves: 
(a) providing a  refuge a rea  o f im proved 
p as tu re  on  F lin d ers  Is lan d  rem ote  from  the 
fa rm s; (b) leasing th ree  p ad d o ck s trad itio n a l­
ly favoured  by  th e  geese from  the fa rm ers on  
th e  un d erstan d in g  th a t b irds feeding there  
are  u n d istu rb ed ; (c) allowing a lim ited open 
season  on  fa rm lan d  in o rder to  encourage 
geese to  use the  refuge areas. R esearch  will 
c o n t in u e  to  m o n i to r  p o p u la t io n  s iz e , 
b re ed in g  su c c e ss  a n d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  
sum m er m anagem en t p rogram m e.

G a lap ag o s  P in tail A . baham ensis  
galapagensis

K ear &  W illiam s (1978) w ere inco rrect in 
supposing  th a t no  G a lap ag o s P in tail are 
cu rren tly  held in cap tiv ity . W upp erta l Z o o  in 
W est G e rm an y  h as  h ad  a pa ir fo r th ree  o r 
fo u r years. T he fem ale  has laid  bu t th e  eggs 
have been infertile so  fa r (C . R . Schm idt pers, 
com ., S chürer pers. com .).

K erquelen  and  C ro z e t Is lan d  Pin tail A . acu ta  
ea ton i an d  A .a . d ryg a lsky i

J . - F .  V oisin (in litt.) h as sta ted  th a t the 
K erguelen  P in tail (w hich  he feels is a  ‘goo d ’ 
sp ec ie s  a n d  n o t  m ere ly  a ra c e  o f  th e  
N o rth e rn  Pintail) is ab u n d an t along the  coast 
o f  K erguelen  ‘m ain lan d ’ and  o f the  m any  
offshore islands. H is studies o f 1967 es­
ta b lish e d  a  p o p u la t io n  size  o f  sev e ra l 
th o u san d s. T he du ck  b reeds in inaccessible 
p laces fa r from  h u m an  h ab ita tion , so is no t 
d irectly  th rea ten ed  by  M an. H ow ever, in ­
tro d u ctio n s o f  fera l ca ts  and  M alla rd  A n a s  
p la tyrh yn ch o s  a re  likely to  be a h a z a rd  as yet 
uninvestigated .

T he s ta tu s  o f  th e  C ro ze t P in tail is m ore 
alarm ing. D r  V oisin estim ated  its num bers 
on  P ossession  Is lan d  in 1966 to  be  ab o u t 
4 0 0  adults, w ith  a  p reponderence  o f m ales. 
O n  H og  Is lan d  (Ile aux  C o chons) it is very 
ra re , rep resen ted  by  only 3 0 -5 0  individuals. 
O n  E as t Is land , th ere  are p e rh ap s slightly 
m ore th an  on  P ossession  Island . Penguin  
and  A postles’ Is lan d s w ere unvisited, bu t are 
sm all and  steep and  could  ho ld  few birds. 
T h u s the  race  m ay  consist o f  only 1,000 to  
1,200 b irds (see P au lian  1953; D erenne  et a l  
1974; D erenne  et a l  1976; D esp in  e t a l
1972).

N ew  Z ea lan d  B row n T eal A n a s aucklandica  
ch lorotis

Since 1975, ‘O p e ra tio n  P a tek e ’ has m ade 
p ro g re s s :  D u c k s  U n lim ited  (N Z )  L td . 
m em bers no w  hold  34 pa irs o f  B row n T eal in 
cap tiv ity  and  have  re tu rn ed  19 b irds to  the 
W ildlife Service fo r re lease  (F . N . H ayes, 
pers. com .). E ight pa irs a re  held b y  the 
W ildlife Service and there  a re  four fu rther 
pa irs in cap tiv ity  th a t, it is hoped , will 
p ro d u ce  du ck  fo r release in to  th e  wild.

H a w a iia n  D u c k  A n a s  (p la ty rh y n c h o s )  
w yvilliana

W . B. K ing (pers, com .) feels th a t  the  
m o n g o o se  c a n  still be  p re v e n te d  fro m  
becom ing estab lished  o n  th e  island  o f  K auai, 
if  a  co n certed  effort is m ade  to  elim inate it. 
C ap tive-b red  duck  released  on  O a h u  appear 
to  be surviving an d  are  still seen.

M exican D u ck  A n a s p la tyrh yn ch o s d ia zi

T he U S G o v e rn m en t is p roposing  to  delete 
the  M exican  D u ck  from  A ppendix  I o f  
C IT E S . T he b ird  is th o u g h t to  be secure in 
its p rim ary  range  in cen tral M exico (a  p o p ­
u lation  in excess o f  50 ,000  is indicated), and 
is expanding  its h isto rical range  in to  A rizona  
and T exas in  the  U S A . I ts  sta tu s  as a  sub­
species o f th e  M alla rd  ra th e r th a n  a  species 
in its ow n righ t is now  firmly established. 
T he M ex ican  D u ck  has also  been rem oved 
f ro m  th e  U S  L is t  o f  E n d a n g e r e d  & 
T h rea ten ed  W ildlife w here it has  been since 
1967.

M eller’s D u ck  A n a s m elleri

T h e  captive  pa ir at Je rsey  Z o o  p roved  very
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productive  in 1978 (D a rb y  1979), an d  b irds 
a re  now  held  b y  the  W ildfow l T ru s t a t M a r­
tin  M ere, L an cash ire , as well as a t Slim ­
bridge. In  egg size, c lu tch  size, duckling 
w eight an d  ap p ea ran ce , and  grow th  ra te , 
M eller’s D u ck  is sim ilar to  the  M alla rd .

Blue D u ck  H ym eno la im us  
m alacorhynchos

F e a rs  con tinue  to  be expressed  ab o u t the  
fu tu re  o f  th is species. A  nu m b er o f  h y d ro ­
electric  schem es are p lanned  th a t will dam  
the  rivers on w hich  the  duck  o ccurs. A  coun t 
o f  64  b ird s  w as  m ad e  re c e n tly  o n  th e  
M anganu i, n o rth  o f R aetih i, w here one such 
p ro jec t is being considered  (F . N . H ayes, 
pers. com .).

N ew  Z ea lan d  S caup  A y th ya  novaeseelandiae

G o o d  n u m b ers are  being reco rd ed  in the  
w ild, an d  over 100 are held in cap tiv ity  in 
N ew  Z ea lan d  w ith  good  breeding results (F. 
N . H ayes, pers. com.).

M an d a rin  A ix  ga lericu la ta

D . S. Melville (pers, com .) w rites th a t  the

M an d a rin  is still being im ported  an d  sold in 
H ong  K o n g  ‘quite frequen tly ’. N u m b ers are 
declining in the  Soviet p a r ts  o f  its range due 
to  d eg rad a tio n  o f h ab ita t, th e  felling o f  old 
hollow  trees and  hunting  (R ed  D a ta  B ook  o f 
th e  U S S R ), and  a  com plete census is needed.

A u s tra lian  P ygm y G o o se  N ettapus cor- 
om andelianus a lb ipennis

T h e  A u stra lian  G o v e rn m en t w as proposing  
C IT E S  A ppendix  II listing fo r th is race  o f 
the  P ygm y G oose. I t  is th e  ra re s t o f  the 
A u s tra l ia n  d u c k  a n d  its  ra n g e , a lre a d y  
restric ted , has been considerab ly  reduced  
th ro u g h  drainage  and  lan d  rec lam atio n  for 
agriculture. A t th e  conference o f  the  parties to  
C IT E S  in C o s ta  R icca, th is app lication  w as 
w ithdraw n.

W h i te - w in g e d  W o o d  D u c k  C a ir in a  
scu tu la ta

T he presence o f  th is duck  on  th e  island  o f 
S iberu t off the  w est coast o f  S u m a tra  h as no t 
been  confirm ed despite  rep ea ted  searching 
(A . J. W hitten , pers. com.).
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The parasitic Black-headed Duck Heteronetta atricapilla from South America bred for thefirst time in cap­
tivity at Slimbridge in 19 7 7 and each year since. Above : the foster mother Rosybill Netta pepo saca leads a 
day-old Black-headed duckling and two of her own. Below: within two days the duckling has become in­
dependent. (Philippa Scott)


