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Editorial

The fortieth year of the Wildfowl Trust’s existence is a good time to consider the origin and
achievements of one of its especial contributions to conservation, the annual publication of
WILDFOWL.

A first volume was published in 1948 as the Annual Report of the Wildfowl Trust. This
was no dry pamphlet reporting to a membership of then just over a thousand. Of its 72
pages, 24 were high quality photographs, there were numerous vignettes by Peter Scott and
a full-colour cover painted by him. The standard had been set out and this scarce volume is
now a costly collectors piece. The second volume was similarly embellished and also
contained 48 pages of the “Key to the Wildfowl ofthe World”, a black-and-white version of
the “Key” which has now become a classic and this year enters another new and revised
edition. The third to sixth volumes contained between them 14 full colour plates of
paintings of “The Swans, Geese and Ducks of the British Isles’, together with accompany-
ing texts. These were also subsequently published in book form. Such lavishness could not
be maintained, though the superb cover paintings have remained a hallmark of the
publication ever since.

By the sixth volume (1954), Hugh Boyd had been brought in to share the editorship with
Peter Scott and this team continued to produce an ever more prestigous series. Authored
research papers, as opposed to reports on various Trust activities, had put in an appearance
by the third volume and now assumed more and more importance. By the thirteenth
volume (1962) they were firmly grouped into a “Yearbook” section.

In 1967 Peter Scott’s increasing commitments led him to withdraw from the editorship.
Hugh Boyd was joined by Malcolm Ogilvie for the eighteenth volume. The very next year,
however, Hugh left forapostin Canada and it fell to me to pick up the reins. 1 was fortunate
in having Malcolm to provide continuity. This seemed to be an appropriate moment in
which to complete the transformation to a fully-fledged research journal. The ‘annual
report’was dropped from the title and the nineteenth volume bccamc WILDFOWL 19.
The pages of fine photographs, which had continued to be a feature of the series, had
hitherto been grouped in a separate section at the end of each volume. It was said that many
members looked only at the cover painting and the photographic section. To encourage
them to delve more deeply in the treasures concealed in the rest of the volume, the plates
were now spread throughout the text (and where possible made relevant to it).

As the inflationary spiral was entered, consideration of cost, which did not seem to have
troubled the early volumes, became more pressing. Photographs qua photographs were
harder to justify in a research journal, yet there was by now a large lay membership whose
requirements were not met by pages of text and diagrams. The dilemma was solved by
upgrading thp membership bulletin, hitherto a simple broadsheet. This became an
illustrated pamphlet (1969), next a booklet with monochrome covers (1973) and then a full
publication, ‘Wildfowl News”in 1977. Finally this evolved into ‘Wildfowl World' in 1980,
with full colour as well as monochrome photographic plates and informative articles. The
annual report had become a simple, factual pamphlet, though last year this too received a
facelift. WILDFOWL meantime forged ahead as a journal, publishing papers about
research on and the conservation of waterfowl and wetlands all over the world. While
maintaining high standards, we endeavoured to present papers which were understandable
to readers from a wide spectrum of interests. Papers that were severely technical and over-
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tabled were referred to other, more specialised journals. Though some still thought our
production “too scientific” itdid seem to be widely appreciated and became a main vehicle
for the spreading of the Wildfowl Trust’s name and influence abroad.

In 1986, Malcolm Ogilvie left the Trustto take up a poston Islay, so WILDFOW L 37 was
our lastjointproduction. A very sincere tribute isdue to him for all the effort he putinto the
journal over two decades. Just how much he did was brought home to me when | had to
carry the full burden of the present volume. Malcolm did a sterling job for us and for
wildfowl conservation and we wish him well in his new enterprise.

The present volume sees two important developments. First there was a decision to
embark upon a full system of peer review for all papers submitted. The opinions of two
researchers in the same or a related field arc now sought before a decision is made to accept
a paper for publication. This does increase the editorial workload, imposes on the goodwill
of the referees and adds to the processing time. But it is now a sine qua non for a reputable
research journal. Papers published in an “unrefereed journal” tend to be looked down
upon by the cognescenti, so authors have accepted this process with good grace. The
Editor’s decision remains final.

Another major development has been made possible by the advance of computer
technology. Papers are now entered into word-processors and checked and double-
checked for errors in house. The computer discs are then transferred to the printer’s
equipment which sets them directly into type. Printer’s errors, so familiar in the past, are
thus, hopefully, avoided. Itis a pleasure to acknowledge the technical expertise and hard
work, at the Slimbridge end, of Myrfyn Owen, Carl Mitchell, Joyce Portlock and Helen
Inglefield. The skill and forebearance of the Nimsfeilde Press and its genial Director, Bill
Jackson, are also vital. Not only have they carried out the somewhat automatic tasks of
transferring text, but to them falls the more creative work of layout. | hope that the end
product will reflect the efforts that have gone into its production.

Over the years, many people have asked whether we could not publish an index of the
papers which have appeared in WILDFOWL. It is such a mine of information that even
Editors forget what has been published and in which volume. A full word-based index is not
a feasible project because of the cost. However, to celebrate our fortieth year, we are
offering a simple list of all the papers that we have published. These arc grouped under
authors’names, the titles generally giving a clear indication ofcontents. However, a degree
of analysis to enable cross-referencing has been undertaken, as explained in the section
concerned. But, again, considerations of costs prevent this being set out in full, though itis
available to enquirers. It may, incidently, be a matter for some puzzlement why 40 years
has not resulted in 39 volumes. The answer lies in the mists of time when editorial delays
meant that the sixth volume covered two years.

We have included in Wildfowl 38 papers on awide selection ofsubjects. They come from
11 countries ranging from Greenland to Australia, from Alaska to India. They involve
swans, geese, ducks, coots and grebes. The subjects cover migration, feeding behaviour,
food and energetics, breeding biology and habitat management.

Once again we are indebted to Sir Peter Scott for creating a painting to embellish the
cover. It is particularly appropriate that this one is of “his” goose, the Greenland White-
fronted Goose, which he described to science just on forty years ago. The first paper in the
volume also deals with this handsome bird, whose population has recovered somewhat
under protection but still remains very small, at around 22,000 individuals. As we go to
press it has been announced that Sir Peter has added to his many honours and awards one of
the highest and most select, that of Companion of Honour. He has also achieved the
distinction of being elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. The Trustis delighted with these
further recognitions of his outstanding and unique achievements in the service of
conservation.



