
T h e  f if te e n th  A n n u a l R e p o r t  o f

The Wildfowl Trust
E d ite d  b y  H u g h  Boyd 

I llu s tra te d  b y  P e te r  S co tt

17/6

Printed for t h e  w i l d f o w l  t r u s t  by

T iL L O T S O N S  ( b o l t o n )  l i m i t e d ,  Bolton and Bristol, 1964



T he W ildfow l Trust

Patron  h e r  m a j e s t y  t h e  q u e e n  
P resident H .R .H . Prince Philip, D uke o f Edinburgh, K.G., K.T.

Vice-Presidents C aptain R. G. W . Berkeley
The Rt. H on. the Lord  Howick o f  Glendale, g .c .m .g ., 

K.C.V.O.
General Sir Gerald Lathbury, g .c .b ., d .s .o ., m .b .e ., a .d .c . 
Sir Percy Lister

Trustees  His Grace the D uke o f Beaufort, k .g ., p .c ., g .c .v .o .
The R t. H on. the Earl o f M ansfield

H on. Treasurer G uy Benson 
H on. D irector  Peter Scott, c .b .e ., d .s .c ., l l .d .

Council John Berkeley K . M iller Jones (f)

D r. Bruce Campbell (s) C hristopher M arler 
M ichael C richton (f)  E. A. Maxwell 
H. H . Davis R. E. M . Pilcher (s)
J. O. D eath  (f) D r. G . W. Storey (s)
H. C. D rayton (f) Miss P. T albot Ponsonby (f)
Capt. J. A. Fergusson- M ajor General C. B. W ainwright, 

Cunningham e C.B. (s)
J. J. Jam ieson (f)  J. P. Williams
G. M . Jolliffe

Invited to attend  Sir Landsborough Thom son, c.B., o .b .e ., d .sc ., l l .d . 
Council Meetings (Chairman o f Scientific Advisory Committee)

ex  officio A. G . H urrell (Ministry o f Education Assessor)

(F) Member o f Finance Committee
(S) Member o f Scientific Advisory Committee

Scientific  Those indicated above and:
A dvisory  D r. A. J. Cain D r. R . A. H inde

C om m ittee  R. K . Cornwallis R . C. Homes
D r. H . D . C rofton Sir Julian Huxley, f .r .s .
D r. J. H . C rook D r. A. R . Jennings
D r. G. M . D unnet D r. L. H arrison M atthews,
Prof. K. R. L. H all f .r .s .
Prof. J. E. H arris, f .r .s . R . E. M oreau 
D r. J. G. H arrison D r. W . H . Thorpe, f .r .s .

Finance C om m ittee  Those indicated above and:
James Fisher R . C. P. H ollond



C ontents

Section 1 Annual Report 1962-3
REPORT

16 t h  a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  m e e t in g

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 ST DECEMBER, 1962 
BALANCE SHEET, 31 ST DECEMBER, 1962 
THE COLLECTIONS 
THE RESEARCH UNIT

page 5 
6

10
12
16

8

Section 2 Year-book for 1963
EFFECTS OF THE COLD W INTER OF 1 9 6 2 -6 3  U P O N  W ILD FO W L IN  BRITAIN  

W ildfowl and  other water-birds found dead in  England and W ales in

Effects o f the cold w inter o f 1 9 6 2 -6 3  on birds o f the north  coast o f the W ash
R. E. M . Pilcher 23  

Some effects o f severe w eather on wildfowl in  K ent in  1962-63
Jeffery Harrison and M ichael Hudson 2 6

W .A .G .B.I. hand-reared M allard in  the cold spell o f  1962-63
Jeffery Harrison and John Wardell 33

Losses o f M ute Swans in  England in  the w inter o f 1962-63
Hugh Boyd and M alcolm Ogilvie 3 7

D eaths o f wild W hite-fronted Geese a t Slimbridge in January, 1963
John Beer and Hugh Boyd  4 0

Shelduck food supply in  severe weather John Hori 4 4
Effects o f recent hard  winters on the Shelduck o f the Y than Colin Young 45
The Shelduck population o f  the Mersey area in summer, 1 9 5 7 -1 9 6 3

R. H. Allen and G. E . Rutter  45
Effects o f a severe winter on ducks breeding in north  Somerset

Hugh Boyd and Bernard King 47
W ildfowl m ortality in  the Slimbridge collection during the winters of

1 9 6 1 -6 2  and 196 2 -6 3  John Beer 50

RESEARCH A N D  CONSERVATION IN  GREAT BRITAIN

The num bers and behaviour o f  geese in  the Lothians and Berwickshire
William Brotherston 57

Capture o f m oulting C anada Geese in the Beauly F irth  R . H .  Dennis 71
Barnacle Geese caught in Dumfriesshire in February, 1963 Hugh B oyd  75
Recoveries o f ducks ringed in Aberdeenshire by Miss E. A. G arden

Hugh Boyd  7 7

Jan u a ry — M arch, 1963 Hugh Boyd 20



continuation o f  CONTENTS

Wildfowl on hydro-electric reservoirs in  the Scottish H ighlands
Derek M ills and Duncan M a ch er  79

A  nesting study o f M allard in Berkeley New Decoy, Slimbridge
M . A . Ogilvie 84

Birds a t B orough Fen Decoy in  1963 W. A . Cook 88
D uck-trapping m ethods M iss E. A. Garden 93
Shelduck trapping m ethods Colin Young 95
A n autom atic incubation recorder for wildfowl John H ori 97
Congenital m alform ation in  birds bred at Slimbridge Janet Kear 99
Parental care in  the Shelduck John Hori 100

RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION OVERSEAS
Observations on the biology of the Spectacled Eider Paul A . Johnsgard 104
Lake Rezaiyeh: a specialised summer habita t for Shelduck and Flamingos

Christopher Savage 108 
W inter appraisals o f annual productivity in geese and other w ater birds

John J. Lynch and J. R . Singleton 114 
A  prelim inary study o f the breeding biology o f Ross’s Goose John P. Ryder 127
The status o f R oss’s Goose in  1962-63 Charles D . M aclnnes 137
The O ntario W aterfowl Research Foundation  A. T. Cringan 139
Extinction and the A natidae o f New Zealand G. R . Williams 140
Age group counts o f Black Brant in Izem bek Bay, Alaska

Robert D. Jones, Jr. 147

Section 3 Photographs

Blue Duck


