
T H E

F O U R T E E N T H  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  O F

THE WILDFOWL 
TRUST

1961-62

edited by H U G H  BOYD 

illustrated by PETER  SCOTT

Price Seventeen Shillings and Sixpence Net

PRINTED FOR THE W ILD FO W L TRUST BY

F .  B A I L E Y  & S O N ,  L T D .
DURSLEY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE

1963



T H E  W I L D F O W L  T R U S T

President : 

Vice-Presidents :

Trustees :

Hun. Treasurer : 

Hun. Director : 

Council :

Scientific Advisory  

C om m ittee :

Patron : Her M ajesty The Queen

H .R .H . Prince Philip, Duke o f  Edinburgh, k .g ., k .t .

Captain R. G. W. Berkeley
The Rt. Hon. the Lord Howick of Glendale, g .c .m .g ., 
k .c .v .o .

General Sir G erald Lathbury, g .c .b ., d .s .o ., m .b .e .

Sir Percy Lister

His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, k .g ., p .c ., g .c .v .o .

The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Mansfield

Guy Benson

Peter Scott, c .b .e ., d .s .c .

John Berkeley
Dr. Bruce Campbell (s)
Michael Crichton ( f )

H. H. Davis 
J. O. Death ( f )

H arold C. D rayton (f )

Captain J. A. Fergusson- 
Cuninghame 

A. G. Hurrell (M inistry  
o f Education Assessor) 

J. Jamieson (f )

G. M. Jolliffe

K. M iller Jones (f )

Dr. J. Robertson Justice 
R. E. M. Pilcher (s)
Dr. G. W. Storey (s) 
Miss P. Talbot-

Ponsonby ( f )

Sir Landsborough
Thom son, c .b ., o .b .e . 
(Chairman o f S.A.C .)

M ajor General C. B. 
Wainwright, c .b . ( s )

(f ) M ember of Finance Committee; (s) M ember of 
Scientific Advisory Committee.

Dr. A. J. Cain

Dr. H. D. Crofton 
Dr. F. Fraser Darling,

F.R .S .E .

Prof. K. R. L. Hall 
Prof. J. E. Harris,F.R.s. 
Dr. J. G. H arrison 
Prof. H. R. Hewer

Dr. R . A. H inde

Dr. E. H indle, f .r .s .

R. C. Homes 
Sir Julian Huxley, f .r .s . 

A. R. Jennings 
Dr. L. H arrison

M atthews, f .r .s . 

Dr. W. H. Thorpe, f .r .s .



C O N T E N T S

General 5

Adm inistration 7

15th A nnual General M eeting 8

Accounts for the year ended 31st December, 1961 10
Balance Sheet, 31st December, 1961 12
The Collections 13
The Research U nit 19

S e c t io n  II Year-book for 1962 

Conservation
The W orld W ildlife Fund 28
Wildfowling in northern Iran. Christopher Savage 30
Basic data on the protection and utilisation of wild animals in

the U.S.S.R. V. S. P okrovsky  47
Investigation and protection of waterfowl in Czechoslovakia.

Karel H udec  50
Final R eport o f the Council on the Recreational Use o f

Waterworks. A  review. 53
The history of potato-eating by wildfowl in Britain. Janet Kear 54
The protection of crops from  damage by wildfowl. Janet Kear 66
The agricultural importance of wild goose droppings.

Janet Kear 72
W etland wastage. P. J. S. Olney 78

Wildfowl Research
Buldir Island, site of a  rem nant breeding population of

Aleutian C anada Geese. R obert D. Jones, Jr. 80
Brent Goose population studies, 1961-62. P. J. K . Burton  84
The numbers of wild geese in G reat Britain. Hugh B oyd  87
Goose observations from Scoresby Land, 1962. A . B. H all 94
The ringing of Barnacle Geese in Spitsbergen in 1962. T. Larsen

& M . Norderhaug  98
Barnacle Geese in Ireland. David Cabot 104
Ringing W hooper Swans in Iceland, 1962. L eo K inlen  107
M easurements of W hite-fronted Geese wintering at Slimbridge.

J. V. Beer & H . B oyd  114
Corrections to  the Thirteenth A nnual R eport 119
Initial direction tendencies in the European Green-winged Teal.

G. V . T. M atthews, J. A . Eygenraam  & L. H offm ann  120
Three-bird flights in the M allard. John H ori 124
W ild ducks and swans at the New Grounds. M . A . Ogilvie 132
Additional voice recordings of the Anatidae. Jeffery Boswall 137

Investigations on other birds
The migrations of European R edshank and Dunlin. M . A .

Ogilvie 141
Birds at Borough Fen Decoy in 1960-62. W. A . Cook  150

Page
S e c t i o n  I Annual Report, 1961-62



continuation o f CO N TEN TS

Entertainm ents

A t Slimbridge. R ev. P. B. Clayton, C.H.

Some notes on a pseudo-ornithological W orld Tour by a 
M em ber o f the Adm inistrative Staff

Shorter Contributions
Shooting of wild geese in cold weather. John L. Roxburgh  
Waterfowl drowning accidentally under ice. James & Jeffery 

Harrison 
Drowning in wildfowl. J. V. Beer
The rapid sexing of downy A natidae by the structure of the 

syrinx. J. V . Beer 
The production of offensive excreta by nesting wildfowl. Janet 

Kear
Heavy m ortality of M ute Swans from  electrocution. Jeffery 

Harrison
Aspergillosis in an im m ature Bewick’s Swan. James M. 

Harrison
The wedge-shaped yellow area on the bill of a Bewick’s Swan.

Bernard K ing  
An Eastern Greylag Goose in Somerset. Bernard King  
C anada Goose and G reat Crested Grebe sharing a nesting raft.

Jam es & Jeffery Harrison 
Observations on nesting Shelduck. John Hori 
Congenital m alformation of the feet in M allard ducklings. 

A nthony Napier
M allard at sea off the west coast of Ireland. Stephen E. 

Chapman
Feeding association between Shovelers and Little Grebes. 

Bernard King
W inter feeding behaviour of Red-crested Pochards. Bernard 

King  & Robin  Prytherch 
Communal diving in turbid water by Red-breasted Mergansers.

Paul Hending, Bernard K ing  & R obin Prytherch 
Gulls “ parasitising ” ducks and other birds. Bryan L. Sage 
The calls and displays of African and Indian Pygmy Geese. 

L . P. A lder
Pigmentation of the bones of certain Eiders. Robert D. 

Jones, Jr.
Field M arshal the R t. Hon. The Viscount A lanbrooke, k .g .,

G .C.B ., O .M ., G .C.V .O ., D .S.O .

The taxonomy of Bean Geese. Dennis Harle

153

154

157

158
159

160 

162

164

165

165
166

167
168

170

171

172 

172

172
173

174

175

176 
178

Page

S e c t io n  I I I  Photographs


