THE TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF

THE
WILDFOWL
TRUST

1957-19538

EDITED BY PETER SCOTT
AND HUGH BOYD

Price Ten Shillings Net

Printed for The Wildfowl Trust by

F. BAILEY & SON, LTD.,
Dursley, Glos.
1959



THE WILDFOWL TRUST

SLIMBRIDGE

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

President :

Field-Marshal the Rt. Hon. the Viscount Alanbrooke,

K.G.,, G.C.B, O.M,, G.C.V.0O,, D.S.O.

Vice-Presidents :

Sir Percy Lister

Capt. R. G. W. Berkeley

Trustees'.
D.S.0., D.S.C.

The Rt. Hon. the Lord Kennet of the Dene, G.B.E.,

His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, K.G., P.C., G.C.V.O.

Hon. Treasurer : Guy Benson

Hon. Director’

Peter Scott, C.B.E., D.S.C.

Council :

J. Berkeley

Michael Bratby

Dr. Bruce Campbell
Michael Crichton

H. H. Davis

Harley C. Drayton
James Fisher

K. Miller Jones

James Robertson Justice

R. E. M. Pilcher
Miss P. Talbot-Ponsonby
Sir Landsborough Thomson,
C.B., O.B.E.
Major-General C. B. Wainwright,
C.B.
J. E. H. Blackie
(Ministry of Education Assessor)

Scientific Advisory Committee :

Sir Landsborough Thomson, C.B.
0O.B.E. (Chairman)

Prof. H. G. Callan

Dr. Bruce Campbell

Dr. James W. Campbell, M.B.E.

Dr. F. Fraser Darling, F.R.S.E.

*Jean Delacour

*Prof. W. H. Elder

Dr. D. J. Finney, F.R.S.

Prof. Sir Ronald A. Fisher, F.R.S.

Prof. John E. Harris, F.R.S.

Dr. Jeffrey G. Harrison

Prof. H. R. Hewer

Dr. Edward Hindle, F.R.S.

*H. Albert Hochbaum

R. C. Homes

Sir Julian Huxley, F.R.S.

A. R. Jennings

*Dr. David Lack, F.R.S.

R. M. Lockley

*Prof. Konrad Lorenz

Sir Philip Manson-Bahr, C.M.G ,
D.S.0O.

Dr. L. Harrison Matthews, F.R.S.

*Dr. Dillon Ripley

H. N. Southern

*Prof. G. A. Swanson

Dr. W. H. Thorpe, F.R.S.

Dr. N. Tinbergen

J. A. J. Venn

Prof. C. H. Waddington, F.R.S.

Prof. V. C. Wynne-Edwards,

F.R.S.E.
G. K. Yeates.

Corresponding Members



CONTENTS

Section |: The Trust Collections Page
New development at Slimbridge 4
Notes on the 1958 breeding season. S. T. Johnstone 5
Obtaining new birds 12

Section Il : Trust Wildfowl Research
Winter wild geese at the New Grounds 1957-58 16
Ringing 1957-1958 18
Duck Adoption Scheme 20
National Wildfowl Counts. G. L. Atkinson-Willes 21
Basic data from Wildfowl Counts. G. V. T. Matthews 24
Aerial Survey techniques. S. K. Eltringham 26
Techniques in wildfowl taxonomy. G. V. T.Matthews 31
Causes of death of birds at Slimbridge, 1955 - 1957.

A. R. Jennings 37
The control of aspergillosis in bird collections.  J.V. Beer 41
Greylag Geese in Britain in winter. H. Boyd 43
Movements of marked Sea and Diving Ducks in Europe.

H. Boyd 59

Section Il : Conservation and Research at home and abroad
Wildfowl conservation in Denmark. G. V. T. Matthews 71
The conservation of waterbirds and their habitat in New

Zealand. F. L. Newcombe 78
Establishing Canada Geese in West Kent and their use of

nesting rafts. J. M. Harrison and J. G. Harrison 89
Brent Geese in Essex, 1957-1958. P. J. K. Burton 91
Recent research on Brent Geese. H. Boyd 93
What makes plumage waterproof? E. Fabricius 105
A goose-watching visit to northern Iceland. R. Gillmor and

N. G. Blurton Jones 114
Some observations on wild geese in Spitsbergen. N. G.

Blurton Jones and R. Gillmor 115
Waterfowl at Cold Bay, Alaska, with notes on the display of

the Black Scoter. F. McKinney 133
Wildfowl of the Hemiarctic. P. M. Driver 141
Impressions of wildlife in Canada in the spring of 1958.

S. K. Eltringham 144
A visit to some European Zoos. C. N. Vaisey 151
British literature on European wildfowl. G. V. T. Matthews 162

Section IV : Administration

Eleventh Annual General Meeting 176
Membership 178
Obituary 179
Balance Sheet, 31st December, 1957 180
Income and Expenditure Account, 1957 182

Staff 184



