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BIRDS (other than Anatidae) 
RECORDED AT THE NEW GROUNDS

T h e  following list is confined to observations made between 1 M ay 1951 
and 30 April 1952. Notes on common species are included only when of 
special interest.

Members o f the staff contributing may be identified by their initials, as 
follows : H. B.—H. Boyd ; S. T. J.—S. T. Johnstone ; D. L.—D. Lea ; P. S.— 
P. Scott ; J. Y.—J. Yealland.
R aven  (Corvus corax).—Two flying over pens 16 December and again 20 January 

(D. L.).
Bram bling  (Fringilla montifringillä).—At least twenty-four in a flock of some 

two hundred finches in fifty-acre 20 December (H. B.). One or two in 
pens at end o f January and during first half of February.

Blue-headed  W agtail  (Motacilla flava flava).—A male on Dumbles 12 April 
(B. King, M. Bratby, C. P. A . Garnett, P. S.).

W h ite W agtail  (Motacilla alba alba).—A male on Dumbles 13 April (H. B.). 
Redstart (Phoenicurus phoenicurus).—A pair bred successfully in hedge of 

Top New Piece.
Short-E ared  O w l  (Asio flammeus).—Single birds near river 4 September 

(H. B.). and 17 October (H. B., T. J. Owen).
H obby (Falco subbuteo).—Two over headquarters 7 May (S. T. J., J. Y.). 
M erlin  (Falco columbarius).—One 5 and 18 November (H . B.) ; one over 

Top New Piece 29 February (G. Percy).
Bu zza r d  (Buteo buteo).—Single birds flying over seen in most months. 
H en-H arrier  (Circus cyaneus).—An adult male flying over Dumbles 10 

November (H . B.).
G eese a n d  D u c k s .— D e tails o n  pp . 9 an d  29.
Bar-T ailed  G o d w it  (Limosa lapponicd).—Tw o on  river 11 M ay, one 7 August, 

one 15 M arch  (H . B.).
Black-T ailed  G o d w it  (Limosa limosa).—Four 22 May and 16 August (H. B.), 

one 23 August (J. H. P. Allen).
T urnstone (Arenaria interpres).—Sixteen 1 August, three 5 August (H. B.), 

two 23 August (J. H. P. Allen) and one 30 August (H. B.).
K not  (Calidris canutus).—One 5 May and seven 11 May, one 1 August (H. B.). 
San d erlin g  (Crocethia alba).—One 5 August (H. B.).
R uff  (Philomachus pugnax).—Four 5 March (T. J. Owen) and 6 March (H. B.). 
G reen  Sa n d piper  (Tringa ochropus).—One 8 September (L. W. Hayward). 
R edshank  (Tringa totanus).—Sixty-four at Purton end of Dumbles 5 August 

(H. B.). This is much the largest number so far recorded for the area. 
There were about twenty present during July, but during the rest of the 
year numbers were small.

G rey  P lover (Squatarola squatarola).—One 22 May (H. B.).
O yster-catcher  (Haematopus ostralegus).—One 20 and 21 August (H. B.). 
C ommon o r  A r c tic  T ern  (Sterna hirundo or macrura).—One 23 April (H. B.). 
G laucous G u ll  (Larus glaucoides).—A very large individual, probably fourth- 

winter, seen with Great Black-backed Gulls on Dumbles 12 February (H. B.).


