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Wildfowl 73: Editorial 
 
The year 2023 has been challenging for many of  us but also for the Wildfowl journal. Editor-
in-Chief  Eileen Rees was tragically bereaved while on a walking holiday in Georgia, when her 
life-long partner Ronald Graham accidentally fell and died instantaneously. Thanks to the 
fortitude of  the Editorial Board (Jeff  Black, Bruce Dugger, Andy Green, Matt Guillemain 
and Chris Spray), our outstanding production team, and the amazing resilience of  Eileen 
herself  in the latter part of  the year, we have been able to produce Wildfowl 73 on time as 
usual, but with our thanks to the authors for their forbearance under difficult circumstances.  

Once again, we are proud to present a very wide range of  subjects, as listed in the contents 
of  the latest volume. Especially welcome are the results of  recently established monitoring 
programmes for geese in general, but particularly for Red-breasted Geese Branta ruficollis in 
the Black Sea region and specifically in Romania. With numbers on the wintering grounds 
falling short of  totals estimated at staging areas elsewhere, there remains the intriguing 
prospects that other wintering areas exist for this population. Alternatively, the reality may be 
that the global total numbers of  this iconic species are lower now than in the recent past, 
perhaps due in no small measure to the war currently raging in that part of  the world. Either 
way, this underlines the need for more information and ideally more individual (GPS) tracking 
studies of  this important, charismatic goose species. 

The Red-breasted Goose is renowned for nesting in close association with Peregrine 
Falcons Falco peregrinus on the arctic tundra, but a new assessment of  recent breeding records 
of  Lesser White-fronted Geese Anser erythropus throughout their Russian range shows that 
this small goose exhibits a similar pattern. Wildfowl 73 also examines the determinants of  
breeding success in Greenland Barnacle Geese Branta leucopsis, exploiting David Cabot’s  
long-term monitoring data. Introduced, self-sustaining populations of  alien species are a 
cause for great concern at present, but the Canada Goose Branta canadensis introduced to 
Britain is of  interest because of  the moult migration traditions that the birds have established 
for themselves, some described here for the first time by Kane Brides and coauthors. Greylag 
Geese Anser anser feature in two articles. The first contributes vital information to the African-
Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) International Single Species Management Plan for 
the Greylag Goose (Northwest/Southwest European population), by using ring recoveries 
and encounters with marked individuals to illustrate the complexity of  describing the timing 
and passage of  migrant geese from neighbouring countries, in relation to the movements of  
resident birds, even in a small country like Denmark. The second uses tracking devices to 
examine the frequency, nature and duration of  “sanding expeditions” made by Greylag Geese 
(tagged in Denmark) whilst wintering on the Guadalquivirs of  Coto Doñana, southern Spain, 
where the birds visit the famous sand dunes to collect grit to help their digestion of  tough 
marsh plants consumed on the site. This behaviour has been observed regularly over several 
decades at the site, but this is the first time that it has been described using modern telemetry 
devices.  
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The declining numbers of  Greylag Geese travelling from breeding areas in northern 
Europe to winter in Spain is testament both to climate change and the illegal extraction of  
water from Doñana aquifers for horticultural purposes, one consequence being that the 
“sanding” behavioural phenomenon by geese may be extinct within a matter of  a few years. 
Regrettably, for the same reason, this may also be the fate for the Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
nesting in Coto Doñana, on the very southern edge of  their breeding range. A study of  the 
birds’ breeding biology in the Guadalquivir marshes (which includes the Doñana National 
Park) found that breeding parameters for Pintail nesting in the area are similar to those 
recorded elsewhere, but that their reproductive success is associated with high water levels, 
which can be influenced not only by rainfall but by irrigation programmes at the site.  

We also bring you the application of  relatively new technologies, such as new generation 
sequencing for a dietary study of  the rare and threatened Laysan Teal Anas laysanensis. 
Mitochondrial DNA and genotypic data at microsatellite loci were analysed to determine 
genetic relationships and connectivity between the disjunct group of  Velvet Scoters Melanitta 

fusca which breed in Georgia, in relation to those from the much larger northern breeding 
population wintering in the Baltic, whilst geolocation was used to reveal previously unknown 
year-round movements of  individual Common Scoters Melanitta nigra from the Scottish-
breeding population. Wildfowl remains proud of  the role that it plays in publishing analyses 
that support conservation. In this edition, we are therefore delighted to bring contributions 
which can be used to underpin the effective safeguarding and management of  sites. For 
instance, identification of  key sites used by Scaly-sided Mergansers Mergus squamatus staging 
in South Korea, which is important for protecting these areas, whilst the monitoring 
incubation behaviour of  dabbling ducks breeding in Canada can contribute to our 
understanding of  the effects of  habitat cover and landscape-level disturbance on productivity 
in common boreal-nesting species.  

As always, we are deeply grateful to the Editorial Board for their help and support, and to 
everyone else involved with the production of  Wildfowl 73. Not least to the authors, for 
submitting their work for publication in this substantial issue of  the journal.  

 
Tony Fox 

Associate Editor: Wildfowl 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


