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The Wildfowl Trust’s contribution in 1972

T he results o f  th e  research  program m e 
w ere applied  in m any ways, no t only w ith 
the T ru s t’s own refuges, bu t in support o f 
the  N atu re  C onservancy’s activities. Close 
liaison was m aintained w ith o ther bodies 
concerned w ith conservation  o f  the natu ral 
environm ent. T hreats to  its integrity  w ere 
resisted a t Foulness, th e  Exe E stuary , Lang- 
stone H a rb o u r and  Loch S trathbeg.

A ctivities on the T rust’s own refuges at 
Slim bridge, W elney and C aerlaverock  are 
recorded  in th e  follow ing pages. The deve
loping plans for new  wildfowl collections 
at M artin  M ere, L ancashire, a t A rundel, 
Sussex, and  a t W ashington, D urham , will 
requ ire  a  com prehensive and  scientific 
system o f records, stud books, recruitm ents

and exchanges. D r Janet K ear took  up the 
duties o f A vicultural C o -o rd ina to r tow ards 
th e  end o f the year. T he Slim bridge C ura
to r, S. T. Johnstone, re tired  after 26 years 
service w ith th e  T rust.

In ternational conservation  activities 
w ere channelled th rough  the  In ternational 
W aterfow l R esearch B ureau headquarters 
a t Slim bridge. The m assive Proceedings o f 
th e  R am sar, Iran , C onference in 1971 w ere 
published. Conferences w ere a ttended  in 
R om ania, Iceland, Jersey and  C zecho
slovakia. T hree of the T rust research  team  
w ere flown into the  T h jo rsarver oasis in 
central Iceland to  see and  advise on the 
p rogram m e o f research  on the vast, and 
th rea tened , P ink-footed  G oose colony 
there.

Slimbridge: the wild geese 1972-73

E uropean  W hite-fronted  G oose 
Anser albifrons albifrons
The first to  arrive w ere tw enty on 2 O ctober, 
im m ediately follow ed by several m ore 
parties to  give a to ta l o f 140 on  5 O ctober. 
T hereafter, th e  ra te  o f increase slowed 
right dow n and there  w ere still only 182 
on 13 N ovem ber. On 21 N ovem ber the 
flock w ent up to  282, then  to  738 on the 
26th and  1,100 on 28 N ovem ber. T here 
was little  change during early D ecem ber 
b u t fu rther influxes b rough t th e  to ta l to
2.000 on the 28th and to  3,500 on 2 January . 
Soon a fter the num bers w ent over 5,000 
and reached  a  b rief peak  o f 6,000 on and 
abou t 15 January . A fter rem aining above
5.000 for the  rest o f January  they  declined 
quickly so th a t in early February  there  were 
no t m ore than  4,000. By the  m iddle o f the 
m onth  th e re  w ere only 2,600 b u t th is level 
was m ain tained  until early M arch. There 
w ere 1,000 on 7 M arch, n inety  on the  8th 
and  none on the 9th.

It was an  excellent breeding season w ith 
42% young birds in the flocks w ith an 
average brood  size o f 2-7.

Lesser W hite-fronted  G oose 
Anser erythropus

N o au then ticated  record  o f this species was 
received during the  w inter. A num ber of

reports could be traced  to  a full-w inged 
collection bird.

Bean G oose Anser fabalis  
A first year b ird  referable to  the R ussian 
race A. rossicus was p resen t from  2 January  
to  2 M arch.

P ink-footed G oose 
Anser brachyrhynchus

T he sighting o f ten birds in flight over the 
estuary on 12 Septem ber b rough t back 
m em ories o f the days w hen Icelandic P ink
feet spent th e  early w in ter a t Slim bridge, 
b u t they did no t stay on th is occasion. A 
single adu lt was presen t from  1 D ecem ber 
to  m id-February .

B arnacle G oose Branta leucopsis

A first year b ird  was seen on 2 January  and 
subsequently  there  w ere up  to  four differ
ent birds presen t, being last seen on 2 
M arch.

D ark-bellied B rent G oose 
Branta bernicla bernicla

A n adu lt was first seen on 2 D ecem ber. It 
stayed th roughou t th e  w in ter and was last 
sighted on 2 M arch.

M .A.O .
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Slim bridge: The wild swans 1972-73

Until this w in ter the  earliest the Bewick’s 
Swans had ever re tu rned  to  Slim bridge was 
in 1968, on 20 O ctober. This year the first 
sw an, D rift, arrived on 15 O ctober. R ather 
am azingly, she had  left with the last swans 
on 22 M arch 1972. N ext back, the following 
day, was Pie, a particu larly  w elcom e arrival, 
as he is th e  b ird  th a t X -rays have show n to 
be carrying tw enty-one lead pellets (p. 57).

A ttendances bu ilt up to sixty in 8 days, 
and  it to o k  an o th e r m onth  for this figure 
to  ju s t m ore th an  double. A no ther sixty 
arrived tow ards th e  end o f N ovem ber, and 
daily counts w ere then  around  200 until 
ju s t before C hristm as. An influx tow ards 
the end o f D ecem ber produced  attendances 
o f a round  300, and  on 8 January  the greatest 
num ber p resen t in one day for the season 
was reached , 325. The clim ax was, how 
ever, short-lived. Fifty had  d isappeared  on 
13 January , an o th e r eighty by the next day, 
and tw o days la te r the day to ta l was only 
105. M ore left g radually  tow ards the end of 
January , so th a t by 31 January  there were 
only seventeen left. N um bers w ere very 
low during F eb ruary  and m ost o f M arch, 
the last swan leaving on the 20th.

T he to ta l for the  season o f individual 
swans was 452, w hich is low er th an  any of 
the  previous th ree  w inters. T otal num bers 
on th e  O use W ashes were, how ever, also 
dow n, and , th e  w in ter being so mild, it is 
suspected th a t th e  birds may no t even have 
com e to  Britain from  the Low C ountries. 
T he cygnet p ro p o rtio n  was 19%, w hich was 
an im provem ent on last year’s 11%. Three 
fam ilies had  four cygnets, eleven had  three, 
eleven had  tw o, and there  w ere tw enty 
singles. The m ean b rood  size was 1-9. The 
re tu rn  ra te  o f  adu lts and yearlings from  
previous seasons was 61%.

O ne hund red  and eleven swans were 
caught th is w inter, bringing the num ber of 
Bewick’s ringed a t Slim bridge to  481. This 
year the  feeder w alked th e  opposite way 
round  Swan L ake, starting  w ith the pipe, 
and we th ink  this may have helped th e  birds 
to  associate th e  p ipe a rea  w ith the appear
ance o f food. X -raying was continued (see 
pp. 56), and 107 Bewick’s left Slim bridge 
w ith th e ir tails and  wing tips dyed yellow 
fo r easier recognition .

W hen the w eather was mild, and so many 
b irds left so early  (som e had  also left in 
m id-January  in th e  past tw o w inters, bu t not 
in quite such large num bers), we ra ther 
expected a flood o f reports o f the dyed 
swans. T his, how ever, in m arked  contrast 
to  th e  past tw o w inters, w as no t to  be the

case. A part from  the M oors, ju s t a mile 
from  the T rust, dyed swans were only re
po rted  from  fou r places in Britain, and 
to talled  only eleven birds. On the continent 
sightings o f five dyed swans on the N orth  
Sea coast o f W est G erm any on 17 and 18 
January  w ere th e  earliest ever. Similarly, 
there  w ere early  reports from  the N ether
lands and D enm ark . D yed swans were 
reported  from  these th ree countries during 
the next 2 m onths; also from  G otland , 
Sweden, in M arch and E ston ia  in A pril. 
The to ta l reports o f dyed swans seen on the 
con tinen t is eighty-one, bu t this p robably  
represents a m inim um  of th irty -one birds, 
as there  w ere m any cases o f obvious dupli
cations. These early reports, coupled w ith 
th e  low  figures in Britain, confirm  the view 
th a t m any Bewick’s Swans com e to  this 
country  only w hen forced to  by w eather 
on th e  con tinen t, re tu rn ing  as soon as they 
can to  pass th e  rest o f the w inter. O ne 
particu larly  in teresting  sighting was th a t 
o f a  dyed cygnet in the N etherlands on 30 
January . T he w hole family, w hich was all 
m arked  yellow, had d isappeared  from  
Slim bridge together on 25 January , but 
o f th e  paren ts and th e  o th er two cygnets 
there  was no sign. This cygnet was still in 
th e  sam e p lace on 17 M arch. Also in this 
flock was a  ra th e r fam ous ringed bird, 
called ‘S ah ara’. H is p o rtra it appears at the 
fron t o f Wildfowl 19, as well as The Swans. 
A fter five consecutive w inters here, he had 
no t been seen since 1969-70. Perhaps he 
has taken  to  w intering in th e  N etherlands. 
Even w ithou t dye th e  rings are  providing 
som e in teresting  inform ation; we now  know  
o f tw o ‘S lim bridge’ swans th a t have each 
spent tw o consecutive w inters on the Slobs 
in Co. W exford; and o f one this w inter, 
w hich appeared  a t Slim bridge fo r one day, 
and la ter tu rn ed  up on the Slobs. W elney 
is also claim ing its devotees. O f forty  swans 
there in 1971-72, w ith Slim bridge exper
ience, fou rteen  o f them  w ere there  again 
this w inter, only tw o o f them  com ing to 
S lim bridge first. A no ther th ree missed out 
W elney, bu t did com e to  Slim bridge. O f 
those w hose W elney experience we do not 
know  abou t, one cam e from  W elney to  
Slim bridge, and  tw elve w ent th e  opposite 
way. The to ta l o f ‘S lim bridge’ b irds seen at 
W elney w as forty-eight.

The swan study a t Slim bridge was started  
10 years ago w ith tw enty-four birds being 
recorded . Tw o o f  these com pleted the 
decade th is year! They w ere L ancelo t and 
A m ber (quite unconnected), and the  latest
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news o f L ancelo t is th a t he was on the Elbe 
estuary on 2 M arch, on th a t fam iliar rou te  
to  the n o rth  !

T he last b ird  to  leave S lim bridge was 
called ‘Folly’ ! H e had  first com e in D ecem 
ber 1968 bu t this season only arrived  on 21 
F ebruary , and  was then  tra iling  a large 
am oun t o f  nylon fishing line from  his left 
leg. I t becam e ap p aren t th a t he was no t 
going to  lose it by him self, and  fortunately  
we w ere able to  catch  him . It was then  dis
covered th a t th e  gu t was a ttached  to  him  
by tw o treb le  fish-hooks, five o f the hooks

being em bedded in his leg. P art o f an even 
larger treb le  hook  was hanging am ongst the 
rest o f th e  tangle. By th e  tim e he left he had 
quite recovered from  his ordeal.

A to ta l o f  nine W hooper Swans cam e to  
Slim bridge during th e  w inter. O ne was a 
p a ir  th a t had  been here before, in 1969-70 
and  1971 -7 2 . They cam e w ith a cygnet, and 
an o th e r pair, bu t they all only stayed one 
day (16 N ovem ber). H ow ever, ano ther pa ir 
w ith a cygnet, and  a  single adult, arrived on 
19 January , and stayed until 25 February .

M ary E. Evans

Slimbridge: Curator’s report for 1972

The 1972 breeding season, th e  last o f the 
tw enty-five during  my tim e a t Slim bridge, 
has no t been the m ost successful.

Before com ing to  the W ildfowl T rust, I 
used to  spend my w eekends playing golf. 
Being only a  m odera te  p layer, each round  
one expected to  m ake a show ing w orthy 
o f  H enry  C otton . O f course one never did, 
bu t som ehow  one never becam e com pletely 
dem oralized . Likew ise w ith th e  ducks and 
geese, each season was looked  forw ard to  
in th e  hope o f doing m uch b e tte r  than  in 
previous years, bu t each was a m ixture of 
successes and  failures.

A  record  num ber o f form s laid  eggs in the 
grounds, 114 if  one includes M ute Swan, 
A tlan tic  C anada  G oose and M allard— none 
o f  w hom  are  exactly encouraged. N inety- 
th ree  kinds w ere reared  from  Slim bridge 
eggs, plus th ree  m ore, G rea te r Scaup, 
M aned G oose and  B arrow ’s G oldeneye, 
b rough t in from  elsewhere. T he single 
R adjah  Shelduck was of the B lack-backed 
race Tadorna radjah radjah never previously 
raised  a t Slim bridge. T here w ere also two 
leucistic young th a t give rise to  the dark  
form  o f the R uddy Shelduck (see F igures 1 
and 2).

Sadly th e  hatchings o f som e o f th e  m ore 
exciting species w ere lost in th e ir  entirety  
from  A spergillosis. These included Bronze
winged D uck, A m erican  G oldeneye, Buffle
head , H ooded  M erganser and R ed-breasted  
M erganser. T here had  been sto rm  dam age 
to  the ro o f o f the P ropagation  Building and 
th e  ch ipboard , w hich form ed the ceiling of 
the in ternal duckery, becam e dam p and 
m ouldy. In  consequence th e  D uckery was 
evacuated  to  b rooders outside. A new  dry 
ceiling w as p u t in th e  bu ild ing and  the  w hole 
p lace trea ted  w ith fungicide. Spores w ere 
also found in som e sitting boxes.

I t  has becom e obvious over the years 
th a t the w eakest link in th e  chain  o f events 
th a t p roduce  fully grow n ducklings is the 
incubation  by b roody  hens. T heir advan t
ages are  tha t, p rovided th e  sitting boxes are 
on an  earth  bank , the  hens can contro l the 
hum idity  o f  th e  eggs by draw ing up m ois
tu re . A gain th e  eggs are  tu rn ed  by the  bird  
a t regular intervals. They also p ro tec t the 
young from  the a tten tion  o f  p reda to rs, will 
teach  them  to  feed and  facilitate th e  nightly 
shutting  up by leading th e  b rood  into the 
brooder.

The disadvantages are  th a t th e  hen can 
carry diseases, in particu la r tuberculosis. 
They very easily becom e infested w ith in
sects, redm ite, fleas, e tc., w hich if no t 
quickly detec ted  m ay cause the death  o f the 
b roody  or a t least cause th e  b ird  to  give 
up incubating  w ith th e  consequent loss o f  a 
clutch o f eggs. O ccasionally  a  hen o r ban tam  
will peck ou t th e  webs from  the feet o f the 
young or even peck them  to  death on ha tch 
ing.

A fu rther d isadvantage is th a t on the 
scale o f p roduction  a t S lim bridge one has 
to  keep a  veritable poultry  farm  in order to  
p roduce  broodies and even so I can never 
rem em ber a  season w hen th e re  w ere enough 
broodies at any given tim e.

Incubato rs have never proved  to  be really 
successful and  th e re  have always been 
heavy losses during the early stages o f 
incubation, possibly due to  the H eath Robin
son m ethods o f  con tro lling  the hum idity. 
H ow ever, they  are  satisfactory  fo r finishing 
off well incubated  eggs and  are quite satis
factory  as hatch ing  m achines. I t w ould 
seem th a t there  are  am ple reasons fo r re
search  into p roducing  an  efficient incuba
to r, holding tw enty or th irty  eggs which 
can be used in b a tte ry  form .



K. Holder

Figures 1 and 2. The Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna 
ferruginea sometimes produces leucistic downies 
(above with bantam  foster parent) which 
surprisingly turn into adults that are much

darker than normal (below). The female (right) 
has an all-white head, however, reminiscent of 
the Paradise Shelduck T. variegata.

K. Holder



K. Holder

Figures 3 and 4. An admiring group of Chilean on regurgitated fluid starts early in the Andean
Flamingos Phoenicopterus ruber chilensis round Flamingo Phoenicoparrus andinus.
their youngsters. Below: feeding of the young

K. Holder
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A fter the depressing results w ith the 
ducks and with those  geese no t left to  their 
paren ts, it is refreshing to  tu rn  to  th e  swans, 
w hich had  a very good season, and especial
ly to  the  flam ingos. F o r the first tim e in any 
collection in th e  w orld four o f the six kinds 
reared  young (F igures 3 and 4) and a fifth, 
the Lesser F lam ingo , laid th e  first egg in 
captivity. U nfortunately  it was badly  holed 
by som e p red a to r.

The g rea ter p a r t o f 1972 was taken  up 
w ith th e  developm ent o f  the 60 acres th a t 
has been added  to  the existing pens. This 
involved extending the Big, Asian, European 
and A frican pens ou t to  the rh ine in the 30- 
acre field and fox-proofing th e  a rea  together 
w ith the tw o m eadow s beyond the rhine.

T he oak  and  lim e spinney below  the A crow  
Tow er is also enclosed. The Long G round  is 
likewise w ithin the  perifence. T he 11-acre 
field to  the  n o rth  o f th e  car park  has been 
fenced as a rearing  area. It is p roposed to 
build aviaries to  house all form s o f the 
M allard fam ily and  also to  construct a row  
o f enclosures fo r the W hite-w inged W ood 
D uck. L arge pens have been m ade for the 
swans and  a considerable num ber o f ponds 
and w aterw ays dug and anti-eroded. E xtra 
w ater is to  be provided w ith th e  aid o f a 
series o f well points. It was intended to  tu rn  
th e  Long G ro u n d  into a N ene P ark  w ith a 
series o f side pens for po ten tial breeding 
pairs.

S. T. Johnstone

Peakirk: Curator’s Report for 1972

T he breeding season began on 13 January  
w hen th e  Cereopsis laid its first egg. This 
was a  m onth  earlie r th an  usual, and owing 
to  th e  difficulty o f  obtain ing broody hens a t 
this tim e o f the year, the eggs w ere left with 
the m o ther to  incubate . U nfortunately  cold 
w eather and snow  was experienced and all 
five eggs proved to  be addled.

A part from  a fine spell during the la tte r 
p art o f M arch, w eather conditions th rough 
ou t th e  first h a lf  o f th e  year w ere generally 
unsettled and wet.

T he N ene pens on the N eaverson A rea 
w ere no t used th is season and  the breeding 
N ene w ere p laced  in the  M ain Side pens. 
Fertile  eggs w ere ob ta ined  from  all the 
pairs, and  eight young w ere successfully 
reared . F o r the second year in succession, 
the T rum peter Swans produced  a  clutch o f

seven eggs, from  w hich four cygnets were 
reared . R ing-necked D uck  bred  for the 
second year and, w ith m ore than  one pair 
o f these b irds now  in th e  G ardens, it is 
hoped th a t this species will m ultiply in the 
fu ture. T he season ended w ith a la te  clutch 
o f Southern  R ed-billed W histling D uck 
th a t hatched  on 28 Septem ber.

D uring th e  season som e sixty-seven 
species and subspecies laid eggs, and of 
these, 370 individuals o f fifty-one varieties 
w ere reared . T he m ore no tab le  species 
included C ackling C anada G oose, R ed
breasted  G oose, Patagonian  C rested D uck, 
G arganey  (fo r th e  first tim e for several 
years), B aer’s Pochard  and M aned G oose.

In general, 1972 appeared  to  be a  poo r 
year fo r geese, probably  due to  the wet 
w eather conditions.

P. B. Vardy

Welney Wildfowl Refuge, 1972

D espite the relatively m ild w inter the 
num bers o f duck  on the refuge during 
January  w ere consistently high. A  count on 
15 January  p roduced  22,000 W igeon, 2,300 
M allard, 2,000 T eal, 450 P intail and  200 
Shoveler. The high w ater level a t this tim e 
d rove the W igeon to  feed on th e  grass o f the 
new screen banks, often within feet o f the 
observation  hides. T he lagoon in fron t o f 
th e  O bservatory  w as th e  hom e o f  a  g reat 
flock o f Bewick’s Swans, to talling  about 
400 th rough  January , rising to  a peak  of 
550 in la te  F eb ruary  and  keeping a t this 
level fo r ab o u t a  fo rtn igh t. W ith them  w ere

up to  th irty -one  W hoopers and  100 M utes. 
All these sw ans w ere fed daily by the 
w arden and becam e com pletely accustom ed 
to  his appearances w ith barrow s o f wheat. 
T he m ajority  o f the Bewick’s left ra ther 
suddenly in m id-M arch  though  tw o did stay 
on until th e  m iddle o f A pril.

A lthough W igeon num bers d ropped 
righ t away to  14,000 in February  and 9,000 
in M arch, th ere  was a b rie f influx o f  Pintail 
in th e  la tte r m onth  w ith 600 on th e  11th, 
w hen there  w ere also 500 Shoveler. Small 
num bers o f w ild geese w ere seen from  tim e 
to  tim e, w ith up to  a  dozen W hitefronts and 
tw o Beans being positively identified.
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The breeding season had  begun well 
before  the last tw o Bewick’s had  departed , 
though  early broods o f  M allard  suffered 
heavy losses in the wet cold w eather at the 
end o f A pril. F ou r pairs o f B lack-tailed 
G odw its b red  as did tw o pairs o f  Ruff, and 
they and the la te r ducks successfully reared  
th e ir young. A m ong th e  la tte r w ere m ore 
M allard, plus Teal, G arganey , Shoveler, 
Tufted  D uck and Shelduck.

T he au tum n build-up o f ducks was fairly 
slow w ith only 2,000 W igeon p resen t in 
m id-O ctober, together w ith 1,600 M allard 
and 400 T eal. The first Bewick’s arrived in 
early O ctober bu t increased steadily so

th a t by m id-N ovem ber th ere  w ere 350. A t 
this tim e the  duck  num bers started  to  in
crease w ith 12,500 W igeon on 23 N ovem ber. 
H ow ever, th is figure was dw arfed  at the end 
o f th e  year w hen it was estim ated  th a t there 
w ere no t less th an  30,000 W igeon on the 
Refuge. O ther duck  num bers rem ained low, 
how ever, w ith no m ore th an  2,000 M allard 
and 1,300 Teal. P intail and  Shoveler both  
reached 500.

Bewick’s Swans increased to  540 by the 
end o f th e  year w hen there  w ere also tw enty- 
one W hooper Swans, and  up to tw enty- 
th ree  W hitefronts.

M .A.O .

E astpark  Wildfowl Refuge, Caerlaverock, 
1972-73

B arnacle G oose Branta leucopsis

The first fourteen  geese arrived on 27 
Septem ber. N um bers rose to  350 by 1 
O ctober, passed 1,000 on 7 O ctober, 3,200 
on th e  13th and reached  a post-w ar record  
peak  o f 4,365 on 15 O ctober. O ver 4,000 
w ere p resen t, except for short periods, until 
8 F ebruary . By 18 F ebruary  num bers had 
decreased to  3,500 and by 21 February  all 
save fifty-three w ere a t Rockcliffe. They 
rem ained there  m ost o f the  rest o f the 
season, paying odd re tu rn  visits to  E astpark  
in num bers up to  2,100.

Tw o w hite juveniles, together w ith a 
norm al sibling and  norm al paren ts were 
observed on 12 O ctober. T he next day 
a  w hite adu lt appeared  and th e  following 
day yet ano ther. These tw o adults w ere in 
all p robability  the b irds th a t overw intered 
last season; as then , they did no t associate. 
O ne of these birds d isappeared  about 20 
N ovem ber and is feared dead as there  was 
no change in num bers such as w ould have 
indicated  a  m ovem ent away o f  p a rt o f the 
flock. A close-up pho tog raph  o f  the rem ain 
ing adu lt was ob tained  (F igure 1).

F rom  a sam ple o f 900 geese scrutinized 
in good light conditions, the p ropo rtion  of 
young in th e  flock was estim ated  at 26%, 
nearly  tw ice last y ear’s figure. T he average 
b rood  size was 1-9.

N ot only w ere m ore geese p resen t for 
m uch longer, bu t im provem ent in the stock 
m anagem ent on the m erse (see p. 123), and 
the  mild w eather, resulted in a m uch higher 
p ropo rtion  o f  th e ir tim e being spent there  
than  in the previous 2 years (70- 7% v. 31 • 6% 
and 42-1%).

Pink-footed  G oose Anser brachyrhynchus

T hirty  arrived on 10 S eptem ber and num 
bers bu ilt up to  2,000 in February  and 
M arch. A lthough these w ere low er than  last 
season, they represen t a  bigger p ropo rtion  
o f the popu la tion  in th e  a rea  w hich rose to  
a round  5,000. A rrangem ents successfully 
concluded w ith th e  local w ildfowling clubs 
to  reduce shooting pressure on the land 
im m ediately across th e  boundary  L ochar 
W ater probably  helped to  bring  ab o u t this 
im provem ent.

G reylag Anser anser

N um bers in the Solway a rea  w ere low er 
th an  in th e  previous tw o seasons. A lthough 
sm all flocks used the refuge th roughou t 
th e  w inter, the largest w as seventy-tw o.

Other wildfowl

In A ugust sixty-eight C anada G eese 
regularly  flighted to  the  m erse from  Kin- 
m oun t E state  near A nnan , bu t wisely 
rem ained there  once the shooting season 
opened.

A Light-bellied Brent was w ith the 
B arnacles as in the tw o previous seasons 
and cam e in to  th e  enclosure one day. Up to  
eleven wild W hooper Swans spent N ovem 
ber to  A pril w ithin th e  enclosure, m ainly 
feeding on grass bu t also tak ing  som e o f the 
grain offered to  th e  tam e birds. W ild 
Bewick’s also cam e in, up to  n ine and in
cluding a b rood  o f tw o and  ano ther o f 
th ree . They departed  on 6 M arch. W igeon



F ig u re i. Adult leucistic Barnacle Goose firanta MyrfynOwen
leucopsis at Eastpark, Caerlaverock, January,
1973.

in the enclosure reached- a  peak  o f  over 
240 in January  and  th e  first wild G oldeneye 
and G adw all w ere noted therein . M ost

surprisingly a m ale Baikal Teal Anas fo r 
mosa  flew in on 19 F ebruary  and rem ained 
for several weeks.

C.R.G. Campbell

Slimbridge: Breeding results 1972

Reared
Eggs set Hatch- from Reared

Date of under ed by Reared incuba- by Total
Species 1st egg hens hens by hens to r parents reare

Fulvous Whistling Duck 44 7 7 10 17
Cuban Whistling Duck 7 1 1 1
N. Red-billed Whistling Duck 11-7 8 8
S. Red-billed Whistling Duck 28-4 8 6 5 35 40
Black Swan 23-1 3 3
Black-necked Swan 23-2 4 4
W hooper Swan 22-4 5 5
Trum peter Swan 13-4 8 8
Swan Goose 13-4 5 1 1 1
Western Bean 6 1 1 1
Russian Bean 5-5 4 0 0 0
Pink-footed Goose 25-4 1 1
European W hite-fronted Goose 3 3
Pacific W hite-fronted Goose 2-5 4 1 1 1
Greenland W hite-fronted Goose 17-4 14 4 4 3 7
Lesser W hite-fronted Goose 5-5 14 9 9 2 11
Western Greylag 3-4 4 1 1 24 25
Eastern Greylag 6-4 6 1 1 2 3
Bar-headed Goose 2-5 2 2
Lesser Snow Goose 3-5 7 7
G reater Snow Goose 14-5 7 7
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Date of
Species 1st egg

Ross’s Goose 15-5
Moffitt’s Canada Goose 8-4
Lesser Canada Goose 
Taverner’s Canada Goose 
Cackling Goose 28-4
Hawaiian Goose 8-2
Barnacle Goose 14-4
Black Brant 25-5
Red-breasted Goose 15-6
Radjah Shelduck 10-5
Ruddy Shelduck 1-4
New Zealand Shelduck 26-3
Common Shelduck 8-4
Abyssinian Blue-winged Goose 23-4
Egyptian Goose 25-1
Orinoco Goose 24-3
Andean Goose 11-4
Flightless Steamer Duck 16-4
Ashy-headed Goose 2 4 4
G reater Magellan Goose 16-4
Cape Barren Goose 3-12
Patagonian Crested Duck 8-4
Andean Crested Duck 12-3
Bronze-winged Duck 24-4
Marbled Teal 31-5
H ottentot Teal 13-12
Versicolor Teal 11-4
Puna Teal 8-4
Red-billed Pintail 
Bahama Pintail
Chilean Pintail 4-4
Kerguelen Pintail 15-4
N orthern Pintail 5-4
Chilean Teal 23-3
Sharp-winged Teal
American Green-winged Teal 22- 5
Falcated Duck 8-6
Australian Grey Teal 2-4
Chestnut-breasted Teal 7-4
New Zealand Brown Teal 20-4
Hawaiian Duck 23-3
Laysan Teal 20-4
Mexican Duck 28-3
Indian Spotbill 20-5
New Zealand Grey Duck 20-3
Philippine Duck 20-3
Abyssinian Yellowbill 2-3
Gadwall 16-4
European Wigeon 25-5
American Wigeon 
Chiloe Wigeon 
Blue-winged Teal 
N. Cinnamon Teal
Argentine Shoveler 14-4
Cape Shoveler
Australian Shoveler 24-2
New Zealand Shoveler

Reared
:ggs set Hatch from Reared
under ed by Reared incuba by Total
hens hens by hens tor parents reared

11 6 2 2
2 2
5 5
0 0

9 7 6 2 8
112 29 21 3 24

32 32
3 0 0 0

19 6 3 3
4 1 1 1

11 2 2 9 11
8 1 1 1

11 11
10 2 2 3 5

8 8
0 0

10 10
0 0
4 4
5 5
3 3
6 6

10 4 0 3 3
3 2 0 0

12 12
3

20 7 7 7
21 7 7 7

4 4
30 39
2 2

13 4 3 3
10 6 6 1 7

2 2
5 3 0 0

3 3
12 7 5 5
29 14 11 11
24 3 3 4 7

7 3 1 1 1
6 5 5 2 7

16 9 9 2 11
4 4

11 6 5 5
13 13

12 6 6 5 11
5 5
5 25 30

13 13
8 0 0 0

10 0 0 1 1
2 2

6 0 0 0
15 8 7 7
8 3 0 0

16 0 0 0
4 0 0 0
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Reared
Eggs set Hatch- from Reared

Date o f under ed by Reared incuba- by Total
Species 1st egg hens hens by hens tor parents rears

Common Shoveler 11-4 1
Ringed Teal 17-4 45 9 8 8
European Eider 18-4 23 17 11 11
Red-crested Pochard 20-3 40 13 13 7 20
Rosybill 28-4 15 15
African Pochard 4 0 0 0
European Pochard 9-4 2 2
Redhead 20-4 5 5
Common White-eye 15-5 18 18
Baer’s Pochard 4  6 5 1 1 1
Australian White-eye 1-5 4 4
New Zealand Scaup 28-4 9 4 0 9 9
Ring-necked Duck 31-5 8 7 6 4 10
Tufted Duck 6-6 10 10 10 9 10
Lesser Scaup 31-5 3 3
L. Brazilian Teal 18-6 7 2 0 0
M andarin 3-4 13 6 6 15 21
North American W ood Duck 19-3 27 26 26 10 36
Comb Duck 7-7 41 14 12 12
White-winged W ood Duck 15-4 13 13
Muscovy 1-5 9 4 4 8 12
European Goldeneye 12-5 6 3 3 3
American Goldeneye 13-4 13 4 0 0
Bufflehead 11-5 6 5 0 0
Smew 12-5 43 9 2 2
Hooded Merganser 1-4 11 8 4 4
Red-breasted Merganser 16-6 14 6 0 0
N orth American Ruddy Duck 3-5 16 20
G reater Flamingo 3a  4 5 5
Rosy Flamingo 7-6 7 7
Chilean Flamingo 31-5 16 16
Andean Flamingo 12-5 1 1
Lesser Flamingo 9-7 0 0

Peakirk breeding results, 1972

Species
Date of Eggs Eggs Young
1st egg incubated hatched reared

Fulvous Whistling Duck 19-4 24 8 7
Red-billed Whistling Duck 3-6 30 17 10
Black-necked Swan 4-3 5 0 0
Trum peter Swan 11-4 7 5 4
Swan Goose 5-4 12 1 0
W estern Bean Goose 22-4 6 0 0
Pink-footed Goose 20-4 10 6 3
Greenland W hite-fronted Goose 22-4 9 3 1
Lesser W hite-fronted Goose 20-5 2 0 0
W estern Greylag Goose 13-4 13 7 7
Em peror Goose 22-5 13 3 2
Lesser Snow Goose 26-4 16 7 5
Ross’s Goose 22-5 4 0 0
Taverner’s Canada Goose 26-4 6 0 0
Cackling Canada Goose 26-4 10 8 8
Hawaiian Goose 22-2 31 10 8
Barnacle Goose 2-5 14 0 0
Red-breasted Goose 18-6 4 1 1
Ruddy Shelduck 19-4 7 2 2
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Date of Eggs Eggs Young
Species 1st egg incubated hatched reared

Cape Shelduck 30-3 13 3 3
New Zealand Shelduck 20.4 9 2 1
Common Shelduck 7-5 10 1 1
Abyssinian Blue-winged Goose 3-6 4 1 1
Andean Goose 20-5 4 4 3
Ruddy-headed Goose 24-4 8 6 0
Lesser Magellan Goose 4-4 13 12 4
G reater Magellan Goose 29-4 8 3 2
Cape Barren Goose 13-1 5 0 0
Patagonian Crested Duck 23-5 4 4 4
M arbled Teal 8-5 38 32 25
Cape Teal 28-4 6 5 5
Red-billed Pintail 27-4 7 1 0
Bahama Pintail 10-6 7 3 2
Chilean Pintail 5-4 18 11 9
N orthern Pintail 18-4 51 28 19
Chilean Teal 18-3 30 11 8
Falcated Teal 7-6 6 0 0
Australian Grey Teal 29-5 9 0 0
Chestnut Teal 1-5 3 0 0
N orth American Black Duck 16-5 7 1 0
Hawaiian Duck 9-4 22 12 11
Laysan Teal 13-4 19 9 8
Mexican Duck 28-4 8 1 1
Philippine Duck 10-5 8 0 0
African Yellow-bill 25-5 6 6 5
Abyssinian Yellow-bill 31-3 17 16 8
Gadwall 23-4 38 21 20
European Wigeon 13-5 28 22 22
Chiloe Wigeon 28-4 8 0 0
Garganey 18-5 9 9 8
Common Shoveler 19-5 27 16 12
European Eider 5-5 17 10 8
Red-crested Pochard 9-4 49 11 5
Rosybill 18-5 43 20 17
African Pochard 11-6 6 2 2
European Pochard 14-4 24 12 11
Redhead 28-5 7 5 2
Baer’s Pochard 9-6 8 4 3
Australian White-eye 8-6 18 14 4
New Zealand Scaup 8-6 10 8 7
Ring-necked Duck 22-5 14 7 3
Tufted Duck 29-5 27 22 11
Lesser Scaup 16-6 2 0 0
Maned Goose 7-3 34 20 10
M andarin Duck 1-4 24 17 13
North American Wood Duck 16-3 51 37 24
North American Ruddy Duck 15-5 41 28 10


