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C. M IT C H E L L

Ringing by the Wildfowl Trust, 1986

T he to ta l num bers o f sw ans, geese and 
ducks ringed by the W ildfowl T rust in 1986 
are  shown in the table  below . This is 900 
few er birds than  in 1985 w ith S lim bridge, 
A bb erto n  and  B lunham  all having dis
appoin ting  seasons. In particu lar the num 
b er o f T ufted  D uck ringed fell by 800 
com pared  w ith last year. H ow ever num bers 
o f W hooper Swans and M ute Swans ringed 
show a m arked  increase. A  fem ale N orth  
A m erican  W igeon A n a s americana was 
trap p ed  a t P ensthorpe , N orfo lk , the first of 
this rare  vagran t to  be ringed in G rea t 
B rita in . Pensthorpe  continues to  do well, 
now in its fifth season; it has con tribu ted  to  
da te  2,144 newly ringed birds. T he duck 
decoy and  swan ‘p ip e’ w ere both  used at 
S lim bridge, though the la tte r was only used 
fo r sm all scale trapp ing  of ducks. T here  was 
no swan catch at W elney e ith er, accounting 
fo r th e  low  to ta l th e re . A b b o tsb u ry , 
B orough Fen D ecoy, and M artin  M ere all 
had fairly good years w ith num bers of 
wildfowl caught and  ringed being up on last 
year.

T here  was no catch of B arnacle G eese

Branta leucopsis at E astp ark  th is year. 
H ow ever a 22-m an catching team  visited 
Svalbard in July and rounded  up 2,212 
B arnacle G eese , 1,872 being newly ringed. 
This brings the to tal num ber of B arnacle 
G eese currently  m arked  to  over 3,000; 95% 
of these have been  sighted at the ir w intering 
grounds on the Solway. T here  w ere two 
very successful W hooper Swan Cygnus Cyg
nus catches a t E astpark  in 1986. A total of 
115 birds w ere newly ringed , increasing the 
to ta l num ber o f W hooper Swans ringed in 
B ritain  by 39% .

W e are in terested  in discovering m ore 
abou t the m ovem ents o f W igeon A nas  
penelope. Local ringing groups are being 
encouraged  to  take  p a rt in this by providing 
them  w ith free B T O  rings, to  supplem ent 
th e  efforts o f the W ildfowl T rust. 1987 will 
also see th e  s ta rt o f a m ajo r research  p ro ject 
in v o lv in g  P in k - fo o te d  G e e se  A n s e r  
brachyrhyncus, ringing both  in B ritain at 
th e ir w intering qu arte rs  and also at b reed 
ing grounds in Iceland  -  the first m ajo r 
ringing program  of this species since the 
early  1960s.

Swans and ducks ringed by the Wildfowl Trust, 1986
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M ute Swan Cygnus olor 99 57 5 161
W hooper Swan C. Cygnus 115 116
Greylag Goose Anser anser 5 5
Canada Goose Branta canadensis 21 21
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 8 1 9
Wigeon Anas penelope 2 15 2 6 1 191 2 219
N. American Wigeon A . americana 1 1
Gadwall A. streperà 69 6 43 9 28 38 193
Teal A. crecca 311 147 12 83 21 20 594
M allard A . platyrhynchos 681 62 1 506 16 340 523 2130
Pintail A. acuta 1 3 52 56
Garganey A. querquedula 1 7 8
Shoveler A . clypeata 9 2 4 1 20 36
Pochard A . ferina 133 12 282 10 37 137 611
Tufted Duck A. fu ligula 429 5 215 6 151 29 835
Goldeneye Bucephaia hyemaIis 2 9 11
M andarin A ix  galericulata 1 5 6
Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 15 2 17
Totals 1651 335 568 600 194 381 439 859 5029

The Total column also includes the following ringed at W elney: 1 W hooper Swan and 1 Mallard.


