Population genetics of the Mute
Swan Cygnus olor with especial
reference to colonial breeding
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Two biochemical genetic polymorphisms were describedfor Mute Swans at the 2nd International
Swan Symposium, andpreliminary evidence given that the different genotypes at both loci showed
traits that were important to population dynamics. The evidencefor different breeding strategies
among thegenotypesfor both loci is briefly reviewed with the benefito fadditional recent datafrom
other sites in Europe. Special attention isgiven to the association between the LDH a allele with
colonial breeding in England and Denmark in relation to allelefrequencies elsewhere.
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