Lifetime reproductive success of
Mute Swans Cygnus olor in
Denmark.
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Lifetime cygnetproduction o fMute Swans in Denmark was heavily influenced by winter weather,
which affected both survival through thefirst winter and age atfirst breeding. Once swans had
begunto breed, their lifetimeproductions werestrongly affected by their attainednumber o fnesting
attempts, which were also affected by winter weather. Annual breeding success was heavily
dependent on whether the swans were nesting in large territories (85% hatching success per
lifetime) or in a colony (55% hatching success). Colony swans thatsucceeded inproducing cygnets
achieved only 45% ofthefledgling production ofterritorial swans, but, as many colonial swans
totallyfailed tofledge any cygnets, their relative success was even lower; 25% assuming that all
swansfledgedfrom each area were equally likely to befound when breeding.
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