
Wildfowl 53

Editor
Dr Mark O’ConnelL

Editorial Assistant

Clare Lee

Published by 
The W i ld fo w l  & W etlands T rus t



2

WiÍdfowt is the sc ienti f ic  jo u rn a l  of the W ild fow l & Wetlands Trust and is available 
th rough  WWT's Research Departm ent. For fu r th e r  in fo rm ation  ca l l  +44- (0)14-53 
891900 ext. 258.

Cover photograph: L igh t-be l l ied  Brent Geese Branta bern ic la  hrota  by Tom Ennis, 
ARPS.

Species d raw ings fo r  each paper by Rory McCann, WWT Volunteer.

This edition of W ildfowl is pr in ted on recycled paper by Taylor B ro thers  (Bristol) 
L imited.



3

Wildfowl 53

Providing relevant s takeho lde rs  and end -use rs  w ith  in fo rm a tion  and data re su l t ­
ing from  sc ien ti f ic  study is one of the key ways in wh ich  WWT fu l f i l ls  its m iss ion 'to 
conserve w e t lands  and th e i r  b iodiversity'. An im po rtan t e lem ent of the broad range 
of conservation science activ it ies tha t we undertake is the product ion of our peer- 
reviewed jo u rn a l  Wiidfowi.

in its 55 year history, Wildfowl, has grown and evolved, and now publishes fifteen 

to tw enty  sc ien ti f ic  papers in a s ingle annua l edition. We receive con tr ibu t ions  from  
sc ien tis ts  around the w or ld ,  and publish papers and sho rt  com m un ica t ions  on the 
ecology, biology and conservation of w i ld fow l  (Anseriformes] and ecologically asso­
ciated w a te rb irds  such as waders, ra i ls  and f lam ingos. We also w e lcom e research 
into we tland  ecology w here  th is  is d irected towards the conservation of w aterb irds, 
and c r i t ica l  reviews tha t shed new l ight on areas of theo re t ica l  ecology o r conse r­
vation. Field survey reports  are also encouraged, but these shou ld  focus on the 
conservation ou tcom es delivered by the work. Full details regard ing the fo rm a tt ing  
of m anuscr ip ts  may be found on our website  (w w w .w w t.o rg .uk ) o r may be obtained 
by ca l l ing the n u m b e r given below. A l l  o the r enquir ies  and rout ine correspondence 

regarding W ildfowl shou ld  be addressed to the Editor ia l Assis tant, Wildfowl, The 
W ild fow l & Wetlands Trust, S lim bridge, Gloucestersh ire  GL2 7BT, UK. Telephone: 
+44 (0)1453 891900; Fax: +44 (0)1453 890827 o r 891901. Email: w i ld fow lß w w t.o rg .uk .

As usual, my thanks  go to a l l  the au thors  who subm it ted  m a te r ia l  fo r  W ildfowl 
53, as w e l l  as to the many referees and WWT sta ff who gave so generously of th e ir  
va luable t im e  and knowledge. I also owe a great debt of g ra t i tude  to my ed ito r ia l 
ass is tan t Clare Lee, w hose hard w o rk  and endeavour con tr ibu tes  so m uch to the 

publ ication of th is  jou rna l.
This year, I wou ld  also like to thank  Rory McCann who spen t three m on ths  as a 

vo lun tee r w ith in  WWT's Research D epartm ent at the end of 2002. During that time, 
Rory produced a unique set of superb line drawings, one fo r  each indiv idual paper 
of th is  edition of Wildfowl.

I hope tha t you find th is  year's range of papers in teresting, va luable and in fo r­
mative.

Dr M ark O 'Connell
Elead of Research, WWT.

WWT
Saving wetlands fo r w ild life  and people

http://www.wwt.org.uk
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