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Editorial

Last year we w ere ce lebrating  the fo rtie th  anniversary  of the W ildfowl T rust, and tracing 
the evolution  of its annual publication , W IL D F O W L . T he presen t volum e is the last I 
shall ed it, having taken  on the task in 1968. So perhaps a ra th er m ore personal ed itorial 
is acceptable. C ertain ly , seeing 21 volum es to  the presses has been  qu ite  a labour. It is 
not one with which I w ould have persisted  had I no t had the support o f M alcolm Ogilvie, 
for 19 of the volum es. I have no g reat urge to carry  this bu rden  w ith m e into re tirem en t 
and am  there fo re  delighted  th a t D r Jan e t K ear will take  over w ith W IL D F O W L  40. She 
has ju s t com pleted  an eight year stint o f editing  the prestigious IBIS and  won universal 
approval for the com peten t w ay in w hich she has im proved  an already excellent quarterly . 
H andling W IL D F O W L  should  seem  but a light task to her.

T he hallm ark of W IL D F O W L  th roughou t its history has been the cover pain ting  by 
Sir P e te r Scott. These fo rm ed  a w onderful gallery o f wildfowl im ages; happily they are 
being m ade available again in the form  of W ildfowl T rust calendars. L ast year his pain ting  
was o f the G reen land  W hite-fron ted  G oose, which he first described for science. This 
year he depicts a duck he has never seen, the B razilian M erganser. Indeed  this is the 
only ex tan t species o f the w orld ’s ducks, sw ans, geese, flamingos and scream ers th a t he 
has no t observed alive. H e even knew  the now extinct P ink-headed  D uck , overleaf.

Tw o species are particu larly  associated w ith Slim bridge, the L esser W hite-fron ted  
G oose and the H aw aiian G oose . Sir P e te r’s draw ings of these birds fo rm ed , respectively, 
the frontisp iece and back cover o f the first volum e I ed ited , W IL D F O W L  19. Perm itting 
m yself a little nostalgia I have rep rin ted  these in my last issue.

T he fully au tom ated  production  of this volum e relies heavily on the m eticulous w ork 
of the com pu ter-opera to rs at Slim bridge, especially Joyce Portlock . It is also a p leasure 
to thank  the 34 referees w ho w ent to m uch trouble to  ensure tha t this volum e is scientifically 
fully respectab le .

T he geographical coverage o f the papers is, as usual, w orldw ide. B esides the one from  
Brazil, th ere  are o thers from  Chile (2) and P eru ; from  C anada (3) and  U SA  (2): from  
A ustra lia ; from  F inland, Sw eden and N orw ay (2): from  Belgium (2), Ire land and  Britain 
(4). T he subjects range th rough  breed ing  biology, feeding, d is tu rbance , w eight change, 
territo ria lity , nest struc tu re , hunting , m igration and  distribu tion  to  p lum age and bill 
pa tte rn s. T he papers exam ine sw ans, geese, sheldgeese, s team er ducks, dabbling ducks, 
m ergansers, stifftails, coots and  the generality  o f ducks. T here  should  be som ething for 
everyone, the healthy  mix th a t has been the aim th roughout my tenu re .

W hat we publish depends, sub ject to  peer-review  and ed ito ria l decision , on w hat is 
subm itted . A nd th a t reflects the repu ta tion  of o u r jou rna l. T he ed ito r m ust seek to 
m aintain  a high standard  of clarity  and style. Seldom  do scientists p roduce  lucid prose. 
Som e papers are dull, how ever m uch one polishes. O thers have an in teresting  m essage, 
but w rapped  in verbiage. O nce in a while there  arrives a gem , elegantly  ph rased , logically 
arranged , beautifully  illustrated . Such papers revive an ed ito r 's  flagging enthusiasm .

I wish W IL D F O W L  well under the new management; I send good wishes to The 
W ildfowl T rust itself and to  the organisation  which lives in sym biosis with it, the 
In te rna tiona l W aterfow l and W etlands R esearch  B ureau  (IW R B ). T o g e th e r they will 
surely streng then  S lim bridge’s claim  to  be a w orld cen tre  for the conservation  of w etlands.
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